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Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Course 
Save the date for our upcoming Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Class! Cooperators must renew 

their private pesticide applicator licenses every three years. This three hour course is approved by the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture,  and fulfills all  core and specialty requirements needed for license renewal.  

Tuesday, January 24th, 2023 

Eaton First Church of God 

601 East Lexington Road, Eaton, OH 45320 

Be sure to preregister for this course in order to receive a complimentary lunch! Lunch will not be available 
for walk-ins. Registration will be open through December, and can be found on prebleswcd.org or by calling 
our office at (937) 456-5159. Also remember that payment for this class is in addition to the payment 

made to ODA for license renewal.  

First Annual Big Tree Contest 
Preble SWCD is excited to announce the first annual Big 
Tree Contest!  We have selected the species Tulip Poplar 
(also known as Yellow Poplar or Tuliptree), and are 
searching for the largest specimen in Preble County. Tulip 
Poplars are the tallest trees in the Eastern United States, 
and among the widest as well. Mature trees can easily 
surpass 100 feet in height! Tulip Poplars are members of 
the Magnolia family, which is a very ancient lineage that 
consists of many of the first flowering plant species. In 
addition to the desirable lumber they produce, these trees 
have ecosystem value as a pioneer in disturbed 
environments, landscape appeal with their stunning yellow 
flowers, and wildlife significance with their edible seeds.  

 

Identification features for Tulip Poplars include tall, straight trunks with 
furrowed gray bark, unique leaves that have pointed lobes and flattened 
tops, bud shape that resembles duck bills, and pointed clusters of papery 
seeds that will persist well into winter.  

To find out how your Tulip Poplar measures up, record the circumference 
around the tree at 4.5 feet high, and give a rough estimate of the tree’s 
height. Our qualified judges will visit the top scoring finalist trees to verify 
measurements. Your tree could even be the next State Champion certified 
by the Ohio Division of Forestry! 

Submission forms for the contest are available at PSWCD’s office, and on 
our website, as well a factsheet with rules and regulations. Please submit 
entries by Friday, December 9th. Our website also includes more 
identification tips and interesting facts about this incredible native species. 
The first place winner will receive a commemorative plaque recognizing 
their champion tree. May the best tree win!  
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BJ’s Philosophy Box 
 

“Never meet your heroes…” -Unknown 

Forestry Utilization Workshop Review 

 

Preble SWCD was delighted with the high turn-out for the Forestry Utilization 
workshop on September 27th. Over fifty participants gathered at Price Farm to learn 
more about local woodlands, and how they can best utilize and manage their forests. 
Highlights included BJ Price’s live sawmill demonstration with cedar logs, and a plant 
identification hike with District Educator Savannah Ballweg. ODNR Service 
Foresters Justin Law and Dan Bartlett shared valuable input on forest management 
for a variety of landowner objectives, and provided resources for responsible and 
informed harvesting.  PSWCD hopes to expand this annual workshop in the years to 
come! Those with forestry related questions can direct them to PSWCD at (937)456-
5159 or email at sballweg@prebleswcd.org, as well as District Forester Justin Law at 
(614) 212-3286. 

73rd Annual Meeting Highlights 

On September 1st, 2022 the Preble Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held the  73rd Annual Meeting at 

Wilderness Ridge Retreat Center located southwest of Camden.  The Meeting began at 5:30 p.m. at the Lodge, with voting for Board 

Supervisor candidate.  At 6:00 p.m., the Wilderness Ridge staff served a dinner of country ham, mashed potatoes, vegetable medley, and 

salad.  Emily Mullen of Mullen Family Dairy and Creamery joined us as this year’s guest speaker.  Emily shared the story of how their 

family farm has changed over the past century, and her journey keeping the dairy alive in the face of obstacles.  Ms. Mullen sets a great 

example for the next generation of farmers, and her passion made for an engaging presentation. 

Following the presentation, the meeting continued with the awards ceremony. Nathan Leis was declared the 2022 Outstanding 

Cooperator in recognition of his strong commitment to sustainable agriculture. Former District Board Member Donn Kolb was 

inducted into the Conservation Hall of Fame in honor of his lifelong dedication to conservation. National Trail graduate Abbigail 

Whitesell was announced the 2022  PSWCD scholarship recipient, which she will use towards her studies in Pre-Veterinary Medicine at 

Wilmington College. District staff also received accolades, as District Administrator BJ Price was recognized for his 15 years of service 

with the District. We are very grateful to our generous sponsors LCNB, Mid-America Farm Credit, Brubaker Grain and Chemical, 

Preble County Solid Waste District, Tupperware Distributor Stefanie Price, Preble County Historical Society, Stockslager’s Greenhouse 

and Garden Center, Eaton’s Hometowne Furniture, Saluke Farm, Bales Funeral Home, Quiet Harmony Elk Ranch, and Preble 

Memory Gardens Funeral Center  for providing amazing door prizes for our guests. The event concluded with the announcement of 

Chairman Donald Hays’ reelection. Thank you to all of our guests for joining us in celebrating a great year of conservation! 

2022 Outstanding Cooperator Nathan Leis 2022 Hall of Fame Inductee Donn Kolb Chairman Donald Hays 
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Dates to Remember: 

November 24th & 25th - Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 

December 14th - Board Meeting 7 a.m. 

December 26th - Christmas Observed (Office Closed) 

January 2nd- New Years Day Observed (Office Closed) 

January 16th- Martin Luther King Jr Day (Office Closed) 

January 18th - Board Meeting 7 a.m. 

Ohio FFA Soil Judging Contest 
 

All five Preble County school 
districts gathered in Eaton on 
September 15th for Preble’s 
FFA Soil Judging Contest. We 
are grateful to Scott Robertson 
for allowing the contest to be 
h e l d  a t  h i s  p r o p e r t y . 
Competitors did an excellent 
job of putting their abilities to 
the test in a diverse variety of 
soil pits. Top scoring teams 

progressed to the District 5 competition in Fort Loramie on 
September 28th, which included the Agricultural Soils teams 
from National Trail MVCTC, Tri-County North MVCTC, 
Twin Valley South MVCTC, and Eaton MVCTC, and 
Urban Soils teams from Eaton MVCTC, Twin Valley South 
MVCTC, and National Trail MVCTC.  

We are very proud of the two Preble County teams that 
progressed to the state competition in Lockbourne on 
October 8th. National Trail MVCTC placed 13th in the 
State Agricultural Soil competition, and Eaton MVCTC also 
ranked in at 13th place in the Urban Soils competition. 
Kudos to all of the students and educators who weren’t 
afraid to get their hands dirty to participate in this great 
learning experience!  

Pollinator Habitat Tips 
 

As the weather grows 
chillier and drearier, 
planting for pollinator 
habitat may not be the 
first thing on your 
mind! However, this is 
the perfect time of year 
to seed for select 
species. Some seeds 
require the cold of winter in order to properly germinate 
in the following spring. This process is called cold 
stratification. Several pollinator-friendly species require 
cold stratifying, including Milkweeds, Coneflowers, 
Ironweed, and Blazing Star, among many others. Planting 
these species in late fall will give you better success than a 
spring planting, and requires less effort than using 
artificial methods to simulate winter for those seeds.  

Milkweed seed packets remain available at the SWCD 
office through the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative. 
Stop in today for free seeds to ensure a brighter future 
for Monarch butterflies! This program is made possible 
by the kind donations of local cooperators. Also be sure 
to stay tuned for this coming spring’s PSWCD Plant Sale, 
where native pollinator-friendly flowers will be available. 


